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every problem of a general character with the 
requisite fulness. The book is so written as to 
be valuable to the lay student for whom it is 
primarily intended, and also useful to the special- 
ist who will find here either strong support for 
his own view or an attack upon it with which 
he must reckon. 



The Theory of Social Revolutions. By Brooks 
Adams. New York: Macmillan, 1913. 
Pp. vii+240. $1.25. 

A decidedly pessimistic study, this book 
draws a great deal of power and significance from 
its appeal to a large and varied assortment of his- 
torical facts which, per se, nobody can gainsay. 
We do not agree to the partly expressed and 
partly implied conclusion with which Mr. 
Adams brings his volume to a close, namely, 
that America is on the eve of a drastic revolu- 
tionary settlement of the social problem which 
is to follow in "the infinitely extended line of 
impressive precedents " (p. 229). Nevertheless, 
we think the book is well worth attention and 
study. Mr. Adams is a lawyer; and his treat- 
ment of the social problem loses no force through 
its formulation in terms which are, to a large 
degree, legal. His preoccupation with juris- 
prudence, however, leads him to overlook cer- 
tain moral aspects of history which qualify his 
argument and his conclusions. 

His theory, in brief, is that society is a 
mechanism which naturally proceeds through 
cataclysms of adjustment to the demands 
generated by successive periods of evolution. 
As each crisis approaches, the class which is 
actually in power fails to recognize that the 
environment has changed, and so it opposes 
the inevitable, with the result that a new class 
forcibly displaces it and rises to the top. "A 
ruling class," writes Mr. Adams, "is seldom con- 
scious of its own decay, and most of the worst 
catastrophes of history have been caused by 
an obstinate resistance to change when resist- 
ance was no longer possible" (p. r33). In 
working up to the climax of his argument, he 
dwells with much vividness upon the French 
Revolution (pp. 137-202), emphasizing that 
the critical moment arrived when the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, representing the ancient regime, 
declined to register the decree of tax reform 
written in the name of the king by Turgot, the 
bourgeois minister of finance. The nobility 
failed to perceive that the fulness of time had 
come; and so they lost their estates and their 
heads. 

In spite of his attractive style, Mr. Adams' 
underlying hypothesis is purely mechani- 
cal; and his estimate of the situation today is 
thereby vitiated. He is unduly impressed by 
the resemblances between revolutionary France 
and contemporary America, and not sufficiently 
influenced by the differences. The French 



peasantry and bourgeoisie were driven mad by 
the fact that France had no constitution through 
which the newer social forces could operate. 
America has a legal, constitutional outlet for 
her social awakening; and, besides, we possess 
a fund of conservative moral and religious 
force generated by our schools and churches, 
the like of which was absolutely non-existent 
in eighteenth-century France. But over and 
above these considerations, Mr. Adams' ar- 
gument is marred by a glaring inconsistency 
which, of itself, is enough to falsify his conclu- 
sion. In his opening chapter, entitled "The 
Collapse of Capitalistic Government," he demon- 
strates, what every good observer knows, that 
the reign of unchecked capitalism in America 
is over. But in the concluding chapter, we find 
him speculating about the consequences des- 
tined to flow from the resistance of short-sighted 
capitalism to reform, as if our situation repeated 
that of France on the eve of the Revolution. 
Since the appearance of Mr. Adams' earlier 
book, Civilization and Decay, we have felt that 
he is a well informed and brilliant writer, whose 
judgment is not commensurate with his knowl- 
edge; and this impression is unchanged by the 
volume before us. 



Old Testament Legends; Being Stories Out of 
Some of the Less-known Apocryphal Books 
of the Old Testament. By Mr. R. James. 
With 10 Illustrations by H. J. Ford. New 
York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1913. 
Pp. xxv+157- $1.25. 

This is a book for the boys and girls. It 
presents eight stories, chosen for their power 
to interest youth and for the sound sense that 
some of them, at least, inculcate either directly 
or indirectly. The translations are in some 
cases made by the author; in others, they are 
taken from standard editions of the various 
apocryphal books. A cleverly conceived pref- 
ace furnishes the necessary viewpoint for the 
understanding of the stories. The collection is 
well fitted to arouse an interest in the Apocrypha 
and a desire for further knowledge of them. 



Shall We Do without Jesus? By Arthur C. 
Hill. New York: Doran & Co., 1913. Pp. 
xii+304. $1.50. 

The author proceeds along a line of treat- 
ment which he conceives to be more effective 
than that of a merely technical defense of Chris- 
tian doctrine. He opposes to the negative 
tendencies of our time a sane and healthful 
message at all points where doubt or sin or 
agnosticism grips the present age. He admits 
that the church of today faces a difficult situa- 
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tion. Yet the past was no golden era; and the 
world has never yet been Christian in any deep 
sense of the term. Jesus is a Conqueror whose 
conquest goes forward; not a Monarch whose 
kingdom has been wrested from him. The 
Christian triumphs of the past are but the pre- 
luding waves of that billowing tide of victory 
which is to come upon men in future centuries. 
In this spirit, and in homiletic style, the author 
considers a wide range of topics on which the 
deliverances of Jesus go contrary to the dicta of 
the world. While the book is not a great book it 
is a worthy contribution to the newer Christian 
apologetic. 



The Latest Light on Bible Lands. By P. S. P. 
Handcock. London: Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, 1913. Pp. xii+371. 
6s. net. 

This volume constitutes an excellent sum- 
mary of the more important results of recent 
excavations and discoveries in the Orient. The 
first five chapters follow the history of Israel 
through from the patriarchal age to the Macca- 
baean period. The next two take up the ex- 
cavations in Palestine itself. One appendix 
summarizes the contribution of the North- 
Semitic inscriptions; another makes a concise 
statement of what is known regarding the Hit- 
tites. A splendid index, covering sixty-five 
pages brings together all the place-names, 
stating briefly what is known regarding the 
identification of the site in each case. The 
whole work forms a very useful manual which 
can be highly recommended to those not having 
time to look up the special reports and more 
extended monographs. 

On disputed points, Handcock's judgment is 
usually good. For example, he hesitates to 
indorse the identifications of the names of Gen., 
chap. 14, that has been so frequently put for- 
ward with so little reason. He puts the Exodus 
(the last of many exoduses!) in the days of 
Merneptah and cites the building of Ramses 
and Pithom as militating against equating it 
with the expulsion of the Hyksos. 

But he is not always a safe guide. For ex- 
ample, Ezra did not start to rebuild the walls 
of Jerusalem (p. 179); this was Nehemiah's 
task. Jephthah's daughter was his only child; 
hence she probably was his first-born (cf. p. 228). 
The reading Bir-idri (p. 127) should be aban- 
doned in favor of Adad-idri=Hadad-ezer (see 
D. D. Luckenbill, Am. Jour, of Sem. Lang., 
XXVII, 267 ff.). Tiglath-pileser III (p. 139) 
is now known to have been in reality the fourth 
by that name. The treatment of the Ezra- 
Nehemiah history is too uncritical. Something 
should have been said about the entrance of 
the Hebrews into Canaan and the "Conquest" 
for the excavations and inscriptions have greatly 
revised our conception of that movement. The 



attack upon the widely accepted equivalence 
of Hebrews and "Habiri" is not well sustained. 
An examination of the Tel-el-Amarna letters, 
in which the name "Habiri" appears, shows 
that they commonly reproduce the Hebrew 
sound of soft y, as in the word "H^y (= He- 
brew), by the sound "h" as in Habiri; cf. such 
cases as hullu for 5JP , haparu for 1^5, hinaja 
for 'VV! . Furthermore, the LXX is by no 
means an infallible guide as to the sound of this 
guttural in Hebrew; there are many cases in 
which it gives the hard sound, even when the 
Arabic equivalent shows that the guttural was 
soft. Hence the phonetic objection which our 
author urges against the identification of the 
two words amounts to practically nothing. 
Notwithstanding such facts, the book is on the 
whole the best summary of the whole subject 
to be found in English. 



Christ in the Social Order. By W. M. Clow. 
New York: G. H. Doran & Co., 1913. Pp. 
xii+29S. $1.25. 

The author is a professor in the United Free 
Church College, of Glasgow, Scotland. His 
purpose in writing is "to make known the will 
of Christ" (p. vi). The book is written very 
largely against those who appeal to Jesus and 
the New Testament on behalf of a program of 
socialism. Professor Clow's method is that of 
appealing to the same sources on behalf of a 
program of non-socialism. In doing this, he 
makes the same mistake of which his opponents 
are guilty, namely, that of going to the New 
Testament in search of any kind of definitive 
political or economic program. Socialism, in 
the author's estimation, is one of the chief 
enemies of the church; and he is particularly 
disturbed by the paradox of socialists who are 
wealthy, or who draw good salaries as Christian 
ministers (p. 40). All of the attempted solutions 
of the social problem in the past, he thinks are 
open to fatal objections (p. 48). He is against 
woman's suffrage and the taxation of land 
values, the two movements now in the British 
foreground. He favors what he calls "ethical 
taxation," whereby the rich pay for their luxu- 
rious position a kind of "ransom" to the poor 
(pp. 190 f.); and he holds that the chief means 
of reform is through the development of indi- 
vidual character (pp. 47, 69). The book is 
likely to strengthen the socialistic laboring man 
in the fallacy that the churches and theological 
seminaries are against him. At best, the author 
comes down to the people from a lofty altitude. 
He represents, in fact, nonconformist "high- 
churchism." The volume is well worth atten- 
tion as a sign of the times, but scarcely because 
it succeeds in its ambitious aim to solve the 
problem of today from the standpoint of 
Christianity. 



